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This talk:
Introduction to the new Australian Code

Overview of principles and responsibilities

Dissemination and implementation of the Code

Supporting guides

Overview of the Investigation Guide



invest in high quality health and medical research and build research capability, 
supporting the best research and researchers

support the translation of health and medical research into clinical practice, policy 
and health systems and the effective commercialisation of research discoveries

maintain a strong integrity framework for research and guideline development, 
underpinning rigorous research and relevant and accurate guidelines and promoting 
community trust

The role of NHMRC: Strategic Direction
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The Code establishes a framework for responsible 
conduct in Australia

• In 2018 NHMRC, ARC and UA released a 
revised Code

The 2018 Code:

 Supports high-quality research

 Enhances credibility of research

 Promotes community trust in research



Opportunity for change

• Opportunity to consider whether the 2007 
Code was achieving its purpose.

• Consideration of how prescriptive the Code 
should be.

• Institutions within Australia require differing 
levels of advice about implementing and 
applying the requirements of the Code. 



A principles-based document to be supported by 
Guides

The new approach: the Code is a principles-based document with: 

8 principles

13 
responsibilities 
for institutions

16 
responsibilities 
for researchers

• Applicable to all research disciplines at all research institutions.

• The Code will be supported by a number of Guides.

• The first one is the ‘Guide to Managing and Investigating Potential Breaches of 
the Code’.



Eight principles underpin research integrity

P1 Honesty in the development, undertaking and reporting of research 
P2 Rigour in the development, undertaking and reporting of research
P3 Transparency in declaring interests and reporting research 

methodology, data and findings
P4 Fairness in the treatment of others
P5 Respect for research participants, the wider community, animals and 
the environment
P6 Recognition of the right of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples to be engaged in research that affects or is of particular 
significance to them

P7 Accountability for the development, undertaking and reporting of 
research

P8 Promotion of responsible research practices



General 
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Training/advice

Specific areas

About 
investigations

13 responsibilities for institutions



General 
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Ethics

More specific

Breaches
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How is the Code disseminated?

• NHMRC and ARC websites

• Webinars 

• Gave talks on invitation

• Targeted and public consultation 



How is the Code disseminated?

Referred to in key NHMRC documents



How is the Code disseminated?

Referred to in key NHMRC documents



Supporting guides assist institutions to implement 
the Code

Released with Code:

Coming soon….

Later….



Overview of the Investigation Guide

• Presents a model process

• Developed based on principles of 
procedural fairness

• New additions:

–Spectrum of breaches

–Advice about Research Integrity 
Advisors

–Focus on communication with 
respondents/applicants

–Advice on Panel composition



Advisory Committee to the CEO’s of NHMRC and ARC

It reviews the process undertaken by an institution in undertaking an investigation 
under the Code

Strengthening the membership and operating procedures of ARIC in line with the 
new Code

Seeing an increasing number of ARIC reviews

Australian Research Integrity 
Committee



Need to promote consistency and transparency within the sector

Provide broad principles that can be understood and applied by everyone

Develop detailed guides so that everyone is clear about expectations

Strong communication with institutions, both in developing the Code and Guides 
and in implementation

Funding agency perspective
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