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Methodology 
Lexis Nexis Academic 

Search Terms:                    ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜέΣ άwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊέΣ ά{ŜƴǘŜƴŎŜŘέ 

Retraction Watch 

ά{ŜƴǘŜƴŎŜŘέ 

Google 

Filtered out:  Non-science researcher related, charges that were dismissed, charges of espionage 

For more information: 

Adding:     Charging, Sentencing Information             Subjects           Background Information            



Three categories 

Perimeter Direct Indirect 



39 Researchers criminally charged 

Direct (14)  

Indirect (33) 

Perimeter  

3 

Between 1979-2015: 

4 awaiting final dispositions 

3
  

11 

22 

Only 5 U.S. researchers had 
concurrent ORI misconduct findings   

(<2% of over 250 misconduct findings) 



Range: 
 
Fines and suspended sentences to 15 years in prison, with an outlier case involving a 
life sentence for 1st degree murder.  

Geography: 
 
US (27), China (7), Australia (2), one each Denmark, Russia, South Korea, UK 



2 investigations involved multiple persons being charged:   

Seven researchers in China charged with 
embezzlement 

Four United States researchers 
convicted of bribery  

Indirect 



Woo-Suk Hwang 
�‡ Seoul, S Korea 

�‡ 1.5 years suspended sentence 

Direct and Indirect 


