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Those are three highlights from a number of pieces that have appeared in Nature and

. . . Nature Medicine in the past few weeks. Not surprisingly, there are common threads, so
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At Britain’s first and only summit meeting on research misconduct in 2000, Alexa
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of medical law and ethics, argued that research misconduct (the gentlemanly phi CatF Bruson

be a criminal offence. The idea seemed outrageous. Nobody took it seriously, but :
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published an editorial not promoting but contemplating the idea. To me it begins

research misconduct will eventually become a criminal offence.
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Should scientific fraud be prosecuted as
acrime?

Yes 82.56% (620 votes)
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No 17.44% (131 votes)
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Adding Charging, Sentencing Information Subjects Background Information

Filtered out Nonscience researcher related, charges that were dismissed, charges of espi
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Direct (14)

Between 19792015:

39 Researchers criminally charge

Perimeter
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4 awaiting final dispositions

Only 5 U.S. researchers had
concurrent ORI misconduct findings
(<2% of over 250 misconduct findings)
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Indirect (33)
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Geography:

US (27), China (7), Australia (2), one each DenRadsiaSouth Korea, UK

Range:

Fines and suspended sentences to 15 years in prison, with an outlier case involving a
life sentence for 1st degree murder.
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2 investigations involved multiple persons being charged:
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DRUG FIRM ADMITS PAYOFFS TO FDA
REGULATORS

Scientists caught in Chinese anti-corruption sweep

Researchers allegedly embezzled funding for science ‘'megaprojects’.

Jane Qiu

16 October 2014 | Corrected: 16 October 2014
DNA's secret weapon against knots and tangles
By Paul W. Valentine

A, Rights & Permissions A simpie process seems 1o explsin how massive
genomes stay erganzed. But no ane can agres on
wnst pewers BALTIMORE, MARCH 30 -- A generic drug firm admitted in federal court today it paid thousands of dollars
[ Like | share and 343Kk others ke s to federal regulators to speed new drug approvals ahead of its competitors and altered documents

subpoenaed by a congressional committee investigating the scandal.

In the latest round of guilty pleas in the continuing fraud and bribery probe of the lucrative generic drug

industry, American Therapeutics Inc., of Bohemia, N.Y., acknowledged violating interstate racketeering

laws. It faces up to $500,000 in fines. Sentencing was set for July 23.

Recent Read [m—
Jan T. Sturm, 35, a former consumer safety officer at the Food and Drug Administration, also pleaded guilty
1. An immortal life: Henrietta Lacks on film
Nature | 23 April 2017 to accepting a
2. What's happening at March for Science
events around the world

0,000 cash gratutity from American Therapeutics for helping expedite approval of one of its

antidepressant drugs, Trazodone Hydrochloride.
Nature | 21 April 2017

e e e Sturm is scheduled for sentencing June 12 and could receive up to two years' imprisonment and $250,000 in
o Nature | 21 April 2017
The environmental clean up of Lake Tai (where polution causes blooms of blue-green algae) was ! fines.

among the large-scale projects marred by corruption, the Chinese government says.
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So far, nine FDA employees and pharmaceutical industry executives, as well as three drug manufacturing
An anti-corruption campaign by the Chinese government has charged that seven leading scientists
from five universities allegedly misused USS4.1 million of government research grants, according to
areport posted on the Ministry of Science and Technology’s website on 10 October.

corporations, have been charged in the investigation spearheaded by the Inspector General's Office of the
Department of Health and Human Services and the U.S. Attorney's Office in Baltimore. All but one of the

Seven researchers in China charged with Four United States researchers
embezzlement convicted of bribery

Retracti(@n Watch




Direct and Indirect

Science..,

Home

Latest News

SHARE

0000

News Joumnals i Careers

Sciencelnsider ScienceShots Sifter From the Magazine About News

Korean Supreme Court Upholds Disgraced Cloner's
Criminal Sentence

By Mi-Young Ahn, Dennis Normile | Feb. 27 2014 12:45PM

Discredited stem cell scientist Woo Suk Hwang suffered a setback in his bid to reclaim
respectability today when South Korea's Supreme Court confirmed his conviction on
embezziement and bioethics violations. The court also sent Hwang's plea to overturn his
dismissal from Seoul National University (SNU) back to a lower court for review and upheld
previous rulings acquitting him of fraud charges.

Woo-Suk Hwang
1 Seoul, S Korea
¥ 1.5 years suspended sentence
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