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mdw – University of Music 
and Performing Arts Vienna

The world´s largest university specialised in music
 founded in 1817

 3.100 students

 115 study programmes

 41 supplementary programmes

 940 faculty staff (incl. 185 full-time professors)

 10 locations in Vienna 

 student-instructor ratio 4.7 : 1

 Austria's largest organiser of cultural events

 QS-World-University-Ranking: No.1 in Music and Performing Arts



Initial Situation

 heterogeneity of final theses

 lack of relevant material

 discoverability of material

 different levels of knowledge

 missing formal requirements

 different cultures

 language difficulties

 unawareness

 lack of networking

DEVELOPMENT
of the

AKI PROJECT



Academic Integrity?

different areas of integrity

 Research Integrity for researches, scientists & faculty staff

 Academic Integrity for students

 Artistic Integrity for artists

Academic Integrity at the mdw means building bridges

 between artistic & scientific disciplines

 between students, faculty staff & researchers

 between science and the advancement & appreciation of 
the arts 



Action fields of Academic Integrity at the mdw

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

PLAGIARISM PREVENTION

INFORMATION
Awareness Campaign: logo, 
info film, poster campaign,
bookmarks, freecards, stickers, 
icons
Material: paper, online
Talks

CONSULTING
Students: "write[!]right", mdw
„write night“, writer‘s workshop 
(courses & workshops), 
implementation in all curricula 
(intended), online tools, game, 
app
Advisor: minimum standards
regarding citation & copyright

PLAGIARISM DETECTION

directive of the rectorate
software supported checking of 
textual identities
consequences before assessment
sanctions after assessment
iThenticate – contract adaptation
updating forms (copyright, data 
protection)
university publication server
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Directives on Academic 
Integrity and Final Theses

 Rectorate´s Directive on Academic Integrity
since May 12, 2014
GSP (basic provisions, plagiarism definition)
submission of scientific / artistic final thesis including plagiarism check 
dealing with cases of plagiarism

 Rectorate´s Directive on Artistic Diploma and Master Theses
since November 2, 2016
basics, instructions and tips on written part, attachments

 Rectorate´s Directive on Scientific Theses
since November 8, 2017
copyright, function of citation, types of text, subject-specific references



Highlights

 Special Events: Talks and Discussions
different event formats; special PR: doorhangers; WTAI 2019

 AKI-Movie

 Opinion Board
interactive Opinion Board; one year at the central locations of the mdw;
comments that document different needs of Academic Integrity

 AKI-Game
digital Game with 5 levels (one level per month); different game categories 
which foster Academic Integrity and GSP
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