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Trust vs. verification 



ICMJE’s criteria for authorship 

http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf  

 including authorship 

Difficult to check without tools 

http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf


Criteria in logical form 
 Planning ( study protocol) 
 conception, or 
 design 

 Data ( results and conclusion) 
 acquisition, or 
 analysis, or 
 interpretation 

 Intellectual content ( manuscript) 
 drafting, or 
 revising 

 Accountability for ALL aspects 

  
 (conception OR design) 

AND 
 (acquisition OR analysis OR 

interpretation)  
AND 

 (drafting OR revising)  
AND 

 (accountability) 



Criteria as expressed in Excel 



Big Five journals as examples? 
Authorship policies 

 All subscribed ICMJE in principle 

 NEJM did not publish authorship 
statements while other four journals did 

 

Authorship statements 

 Some authors did not meet the authorship 
criteria 

 Allowed exceptions or did not check authorship 
statements? 

NEJM Lancet JAMA 

Ann Int Med 
BMJ 



NEJM 

Papers from 
the ICMJE journals that 
trusted all authors 
and did not require 
authorship statements 

Extract author 
information 

Search authors’ 
other papers published 
in the ICMJE journals that  
required authorship  
statements 

Check authorship 
statements in other 
papers 

What if some authorship 
statements were not 
well-formed? 

No authorship statements were published 



Lancet 

YES if APPROVED and ACCOUNTABLE 



JAMA 

YES if APPROVED and ACCOUNTABLE 
YES if APPROVED and ACCOUNTABLE 



BMJ 

YES if APPROVED 
YES if APPROVED and ACCOUNTABLE 



Annals Int Med 

YES if ACCOUNTABLE 
YES if ACCOUNTABLE 

YES if ACCOUNTABLE 



Vocabulary, taxonomy, ontology 

https://www.casrai.org/credit.html  

ICMJE 

CRediT (Contributor Roles Taxonomy) 

CRO (Contributor Roles Ontology) 

CRediT 
ICMJE 

https://www.casrai.org/credit.html


Authorship Statements 



Repeat … until compliance 

  

 Please closely follow the ICMJE authorship guideline and accordingly declare 
the authors’ contributions: 
 
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-
responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html 
 
Please note the connective AND in the authorship criteria. You may consider 
acknowledging the contributions of  the persons who are not qualified to be 
authors, instead of  including them as authors.  
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Authorship order – decision matrix? 

http://authorships.org   

http://authorships.org/


APA Scoreboard 



Authorship matrix 



Avoiding authorship disputes 
 Set or admit authorship [order] criteria BEFORE starting the study 

 Try to meet the authorship criteria DURING the study 

 Keep all records of  the study and contributions 

 Clarify your intention and expectation to be an author, the first author, or 
the corresponding author 

 Negotiate and resolve authorship order using available tools 

 Try to participate in the authorship assignment as all authors are 
responsible 

  



Disputes 
http://publicationethics.org 

Seek help from COPE.  
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